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The editors of Dermatology stated that their aim 
was "to put a complex medical subject within the 
perspective of practical clinical usefulness" in or-
der "to provide a detailed presentation in text and 
picture of those skin diseases that are encountered 
most frequently by generalists and specialists 
alike ... ". They have succeeded admirably well. 
Drs. Samuel L. Moschella, Donald M. Plllsbury, 
and Harry J . Hurley, Jr., along with 40 contribut-
ing authors, present this information in 38 sec-
tions on 1751 pages in two volumes. Thirty-three 
sections are devoted to discussion of diseases by 
Teaction pattern (e.g., Dermatitis and Eczema, 
Bullous Diseases), by etiologic factors (e.g. , Bacte-
rial Infections, Photosensitivity), or by location 
(e.g., Diseases of Corium and Subcutaneous Tis-
sue, Diseases of Nails). Three introductory chap-
ters include an excellent section on Structure and 
Function of the Skin, followed by a discussion of 
Basic Physiologic and Histopathologic Reactions, 
and Principles of Clinical Diagnosis. Two chapters 
on therapy are also included. The book is printed 
on heavy, nonreflective paper which appears as if 
it will stand up well to heavy usage; the numerous 
and well chosen figures, diagrams, and black and 
white photomicrographs and clinical photographs 
(some from the 1956 Pillsbury-Shelley- Kligman 
Dermatology) have been reproduced well. The text 
refers to a large number of references; 82 pages of 
index appear accurate and well organized. 
Dermatology has been used routinely in our 
clinical unit by residents and staff for the past 
several months. We have found all sections to be 
comprehensive, well written, clinically accurate, 
and therapeutically helpful; many represent the 
best surveys of their subject matter now available 
in English. The synthesis of a book of this size 
represents a task of gargantuan proportions. It 
requires imagination, patience, hard work, long 
hours, good humor, and a constant dedication to 
excellence. The editors apparently have all of 
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these characteristics and are to be applauded for a 
Herculean job well done. Congratulations! 
Kenneth A. Arndt, M.D. 
Boston, Massachusetts 
The Molecular Biology of Skin, Paul D. Mier and 
Dennis Cotton. Blackwell Scientific Publica-
tions, Oxford/London/Edinburgh/Melbourne, 
distributed in U.S.A. by J. B. Lippincott, 
Philadelphia, 1976. (469 pp; $47.00) 
This is a book that attempts to bridge an impor-
tant gap between the disciplines of biochemistry 
and dermatology and to provide a balanced and an 
integrated account of the biochemistry of both nor-
mal and abnormal skin. The authors consider 
three main areas: a review of the biochemistry of 
normal skin, experimental pathology of the skin, 
and diseases of the skin. Each main section is 
prefaced by an orientation chapter followed by 
others directly concerned with the main topic. It is 
a highly ambitious and a difficult task for two 
authors and the book has several serious limita-
tions. 
According to the publishers, over 1500 refer-
ences have been quoted throughout the text. Al-
though current and selected literature citations 
are an invaluable component in any good text, 
literature accounts ought not substitute for the 
need to interpret and to present ideas in a dear 
way. Biochemistry has acquired a set of principles 
and a structure. It is the responsibility of an au-
thor to crystallize out important facts and to help 
develop and sort out important principles. Mier 
and Cotton have, in far too many instances, relied 
on listing experimental findings without attempt-
ing io evaluate and to organize. 
Although the chapter in intermediary metabo-
lism gives a particularly good account of carbohy-
drate metabolism in the skin, others do not fare 
nearly as well. The chapter on lipids has far too 
many typographic, structural, and factual errors. 
For a few examples, formulae for prostaglandins 
PGF2,., 19-hydroxy-PGB2, estrone, estradiol, and 
cholesterol are inaccurately WTitten in Figs. 6.4, 
6.7 , and 6.8. In discussing chain lengthening reac-
tions of fatty acids on page 143, the authors sug-
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